LPT Membership Rules

The LPT State Rules, Section II-4:

Membership

A. Voting Membership eligibility

A person is eligible to become a Voting Member of the Party if the person:

1. is a qualified Texas voter;

2. generally supports the Party's Statement of Principles; and

3. is not affiliated with any other political party.

B. Voting Membership

1. During a voting year, on or after the date of the Precinct Conventions, an eligible person may become a Voting Member by affiliating with the Party.

2. During any other period of time, an eligible person may become a Voting Member by being accepted as a Voting Member by the State Executive Committee, or by the County Executive Committee of the county in which the person resides.

C. Termination of Voting Membership

1. A person's Voting Membership shall terminate if the person ceases to be eligible for Voting Membership under subsection (a); or

2. fails to affiliate with the Party on the date of the next Precinct Conventions.

D. No dues for Voting Members

ELECTION CODE
TITLE 10 POLITICAL PARTIES
SUBTITLE A. INTRODUCTORY PROVISIONS
CHAPTER 161. GENERAL PROVISIONS
Sec. 161.001. INHERENT POWERS

A political party retains all of its inherent powers except as limited by this code.
Sec. 161.002. PARTY NAME

(a) The name of a political party as printed on the ballot for an election may not consist of more than three words.
(b) A party may not select for its name a name previously assumed by another existing party.
Sec. 161.003. METHODS OF MAKING NOMINATIONS

A political party may make nominations for public office only by the methods provided by this code.
Sec. 161.004. PARTY DOCUMENT AS PUBLIC INFORMATION

If a document, record, or other paper is expressly required by this title to be filed, prepared, or preserved, it is public information unless this title provides otherwise.
Sec. 161.005. ELIGIBILITY FOR PARTY OFFICES GENERALLY

(a) To be eligible to be a candidate for or to serve as a county or precinct chair of a political party, a person must:
(1) be a qualified voter of the county;  and
(2) not be a candidate for nomination or election to, or be the holder of, an elective office of the federal, state, or county government.
(b) For purposes of this section, a person becomes a candidate at the earliest time at which one of the following occurs:
(1) the person files:
· a declaration of intent to run as an independent candidate;
· an application for a place on a primary or general election ballot or for nomination by a convention;  or
· a declaration of write-in candidacy;  or
(2) the person is nominated by a convention or executive committee.
Sec. 161.006. HOLDING PRECINCT CONVENTION OF MORE THAN ONE PARTY IN SAME BUILDING
A political party may not hold a precinct convention in the same building in which another party is holding a precinct convention on the same day unless:
(1) the rooms in which the conventions are held are separated so that communication from one room to the other is precluded;  and
(2) a sign in bold print identifying the party holding the convention is posted at the entrance to each room.
Sec. 161.007. UNLAWFULLY PROHIBITING EMPLOYEE FROM ATTENDING POLITICAL CONVENTION

(a) A person commits an offense if, with respect to another over whom the person has authority in the scope of employment, the person knowingly:
(1) refuses to permit the other person to be absent from work for the purpose of attending a precinct convention in which the other person is eligible to participate or attending a county, district, or state convention to which the other person is a delegate;  or
(2) subjects or threatens to subject the other person to a penalty for the purpose of preventing or retaliating for the other person's attendance at a precinct convention in which the other person is eligible to participate or for the other person's attendance at a county, district, or state convention to which the other person is a delegate.
(b) In this section, "penalty" means a loss or reduction of wages or other benefit of employment other than a deduction for the actual time of absence from work.
(c) An offense under this section is a Class C misdemeanor.
Sec. 161.008. CERTIFICATION OF NOMINEES FOR STATEWIDE AND DISTRICT OFFICES FOR PLACEMENT ON GENERAL ELECTION BALLOT
(a) Except as provided by Subsection (c), the secretary of state shall certify in writing for placement on the general election ballot the name of each candidate nominated at a primary election or convention of a political party for a statewide or district office.
(b) Not later than the 62nd day before general election day, the secretary of state shall deliver the certification to the authority responsible for having the official general election ballot prepared in each county in which the candidate's name is to appear on the ballot.
(c) A candidate's name may not be certified if, before delivering the certification, the secretary of state learns that the name is to be omitted from the ballot under Section 145.035.
Sec. 161.009. PARTY OFFICER SUBJECT TO MANDAMUS.  The performance of a duty placed by this code on an officer of a political party is enforceable by writ of mandamus in the same manner as if the party officer were a public officer.
Sec. 161.010. CHALLENGING CONVENTION DELEGATES.  A political party holding a convention under this title may provide by rule for challenging the qualifications of the convention delegates and for replacing unqualified delegates.
CHAPTER 162. REGULATING PARTICIPATION IN PARTY AFFAIRS

Sec. 162.001. AFFILIATION WITH PARTY REQUIRED

(a) A person must be affiliated with a political party to be eligible to:

(1) serve as a delegate to or otherwise participate in a convention held by the party under this code;

(2) be elected as a member of or be appointed to fill a vacancy on a state executive committee;  or

(3) be appointed to fill a vacancy on a county executive committee.

(b) The affiliation requirement prescribed by Subsections (a)(2) and (3) applies only during a voting year in which the general election for state and county officers is held and does not apply until:

(1) general primary election day, for a party holding a primary election;  or

(2) the date of the precinct conventions held under this title, for a party nominating by convention.

Sec. 162.002. ELIGIBILITY TO AFFILIATE

To be eligible to affiliate with a political party, a person must be:

(1) a registered voter;  or

(2) eligible to vote a limited ballot at the time of affiliating.

Sec. 162.003. AFFILIATION BY VOTING IN PRIMARY

A person becomes affiliated with a political party when the person:

(1) is accepted to vote in the party's primary election;  or

(2) applies for and is provided an early voting or limited primary ballot to be voted by mail.

Sec. 162.004. AFFILIATION PROCEDURE:  VOTING AT POLLING PLACE
(a) The signature roster for a primary election must state at the top of each page:  "A person commits a criminal offense if the person knowingly votes in a primary election or participates in a convention of a party after having voted in a primary election or participated in a convention of another party during the same voting year."

(b) An election officer at a primary election polling place shall stamp the party's name in the party affiliation space of the registration certificate of each voter who presents the voter's registration certificate and is accepted to vote unless the party name has already been stamped in the space.

(c) If a voter is accepted to vote without presenting a registration certificate, the presiding judge shall issue the voter an affiliation certificate.  The certificate is not required to be issued to a voter in a runoff primary unless the voter requests it.

Sec. 162.005. AFFILIATION PROCEDURE:  EARLY VOTING BY MAIL.

The early voting clerk in a general primary election shall provide an affiliation certificate with each early voting or limited ballot to be voted by mail.  The certificate is not required to be provided to an applicant for a runoff primary ballot unless the applicant requests it.

Sec. 162.006. AFFILIATION BY TAKING OATH

A person becomes affiliated with a political party when the person takes an oath of affiliation as provided by Section 162.007 or 162.008.

Sec. 162.007. AFFILIATION PROCEDURE:  TAKING OATH AT PRECINCT CONVENTION

(a) This section applies only to a precinct convention held under this title by a political party making nominations by convention.

(b) On admitting a person for participation in the convention, the temporary chair shall administer to the person the following oath:  "I swear that I have not voted in a primary election or participated in a convention of another party during this voting year.  I hereby affiliate myself with the __________ Party."

(c) After administering the oath, the temporary chair shall request the person's registration certificate and stamp the party's name in the party affiliation space unless the party name has already been stamped in the space.  If the person does not present a registration certificate, the temporary chair on the person's request shall issue the person an affiliation certificate.

Sec. 162.008. AFFILIATION PROCEDURE:  TAKING OATH GENERALLY

(a) This section applies only to a person desiring to affiliate with a political party during that part of a voting year in which the general election for state and county officers is held that follows:

(1) the date of the precinct conventions held under this title, for a party nominating by convention;  or

(2) 7 p.m. on general primary election day, for a party holding a primary election.

(b) On request of a person desiring to affiliate with a political party, a member of the county executive committee for the county in which the person resides shall administer the oath prescribed by Section 162.007(b).

(c) After administering the oath, the committee member shall stamp the party's name on the person's registration certificate or issue the person an affiliation certificate as provided by Section 162.007(c).

Sec. 162.009. CONTENTS OF AFFILIATION CERTIFICATE

The authority issuing an affiliation certificate under this chapter shall enter on the certificate:

(1) the name of the person to whom the certificate is issued;

(2) the name of the political party of the affiliation;

(3) the name and official position of the issuing authority;

(4) the party function at which the affiliation occurred, if applicable;  and

(5) the date of affiliation.

Sec. 162.010. DURATION OF AFFILIATION

A party affiliation expires at the end of the voting year in which the person became affiliated.

Sec. 162.011. PRESENTATION OF FALSE EVIDENCE OF AFFILIATION PROHIBITED

(a) A person commits an offense if for the purpose of participating in a political party's convention the person presents to a party official:

(1) an affiliation certificate that the person knows was not issued in compliance with this chapter;  or

(2) a voter registration certificate with a party affiliation stamp that the person knows was not obtained in compliance with this chapter.

(b) An offense under this section is a Class C misdemeanor.

Sec. 162.012. INELIGIBILITY TO AFFILIATE WITH ANOTHER PARTY

A person who is affiliated with a political party is ineligible to become affiliated with another political party during the same voting year.

Sec. 162.013. VOID VOTE

A vote in a primary election is void if the voter previously voted in a primary election of another party or participated in a convention of another party during the same voting year.

Sec. 162.014. UNLAWFUL PARTICIPATION IN PARTY AFFAIRS

(a) A person commits an offense if the person knowingly votes or attempts to vote in a primary election or participates or attempts to participate in a convention of a party after having voted in a primary election or participated in a convention of another party during the same voting year.

(b) An offense under this section is a Class C misdemeanor.

Sec. 162.015. RESTRICTIONS ON CANDIDACY IN GENERAL ELECTION BY CANDIDATE OR VOTER IN PRIMARY

(a) A person who voted at a primary election or who was a candidate for nomination in a primary is ineligible for a place on the ballot for the succeeding general election for state and county officers as:

(1) an independent candidate for an office for which a candidate was nominated in the primary;  or

(2) the nominee of a political party other than the party holding the primary in which the person voted or was a candidate.

(b) A person who was a candidate for nomination in a primary election is ineligible for a place on the list of write-in candidates for the succeeding general election for state and county officers as a write-in candidate for the office sought by that candidate in the primary.

Sec. 162.016. WITHDRAWN CONVENTION NOMINEE INELIGIBLE FOR ANOTHER NOMINATION

If a person nominated by a convention withdraws from the general election for state and county officers, the person is ineligible for a place on the general election ballot as the party's nominee for another office unless the second nomination is for an unexpired term for which the vacancy occurred too late for a convention to make a nomination under Section 202.005.

CHAPTER 163. PARTY RULES

Sec. 163.001. APPLICABILITY OF CHAPTER

This chapter applies only to a political party that has a state executive committee.

Sec. 163.002. REQUIRED RULES

A political party that makes nominations in this state shall adopt rules that:

(1) prescribe the parliamentary procedure governing the conduct of party meetings and conventions from the precinct level to the state level, including:

(A) quorums;

(B) casting and counting votes;

(C) operation of executive committees;

(D) appointment and duties of convention committees;  and

(E) presentation of matters before a convention;

(2) prescribe the method of selecting the party's presidential elector candidates;

(3) prescribe the manner of selecting party officers, convention delegates, convention alternates, and convention officials;

(4) provide for representative apportionment of party officers, convention delegates, convention alternates, and convention officials throughout the state on the basis of population, party strength, or both, within the appropriate territorial unit;

(5) provide for periodic publication and publicizing of party rules;  and

(6) prescribe the manner of adopting party rules and amendments to the rules.

Sec. 163.003. CONSISTENCY WITH STATE LAW

The rules adopted by a political party must be consistent with state law.

Sec. 163.004. ADOPTING RULES

(a) A political party's rules, including amendments to rules, governing or affecting its general or runoff primary elections, conventions held under this code, or nominees may be adopted only by:
(1) a state convention;  or

(2) the state executive committee as a temporary rule, if adoption before the next state convention is necessary.

(b) A temporary rule must be considered by the first state convention following its adoption.  The state convention may rescind, modify, or ratify the temporary rule.  If the state convention fails to act, the temporary rule expires on the day after the date the convention adjourns.

(c) In this chapter, "rule on electoral affairs" means a rule or amendment of the class described by Subsection (a).

Sec. 163.005. FILING RULES WITH SECRETARY OF STATE; EFFECTIVE DATE

(a) The state chair shall file a copy of each rule on electoral affairs with the secretary of state.

(b) Except as provided by Section 163.006, the rule shall be filed not later than the 30th day after the date of its adoption.

(c) If the state chair fails to make a timely filing, any member of the state executive committee may make the filing.

(d) A filing must be accompanied by a written statement signed by the state chair or any two members of the state executive committee indicating whether the rule is temporary or permanent.

(e) A rule on electoral affairs is not effective until filed.

Sec. 163.006. DEADLINE FOR FILING CERTAIN RULES

(a) A rule on electoral affairs that is to become effective in a year in which the party will hold precinct conventions under this title must be filed with the secretary of state not later than the 30th day before the date of convening the precinct conventions.  The secretary of state may extend this deadline for good cause.

(b) If a political party fails to file a rule as provided by Subsection (a), the party is not entitled to have its nominees placed on the ballot for the general election for state and county officers.

(c) Before general primary election day, the secretary of state shall notify the authority responsible for having the official general election ballot prepared in each county of each political party that failed to file a rule as provided by Subsection (a) and shall order those authorities to omit the party's nominees from the general election ballot.

(d) Before January 15 of each year in which political parties hold precinct conventions under this title, the secretary of state shall deliver written notice of the requirements of this section to the state chair of each party that had a nominee for a statewide or district office on the most recent general election ballot.

Sec. 163.007. RULES ENFORCEABLE BY MANDAMUS

A rule on electoral affairs is enforceable by writ of mandamus in the same manner as if the rule were a statute.

SUBTITLE B. PARTIES NOMINATING BY PRIMARY ELECTION

CHAPTER 171. ORGANIZATION

SUBCHAPTER A. STATE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Sec. 171.001. STATE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ESTABLISHED

A state executive committee is established as provided by this subchapter for each political party holding a primary election in this state.

Sec. 171.002. COMMITTEE COMPOSITION

(a) The state executive committee consists of two members from each state senatorial district.  One of each district's members must be a man and the other a woman.

(b) In addition to the members representing the senatorial districts, the committee has a chair and a vice chair, one of whom must be a man and the other a woman.  Except as otherwise provided by party rule, the chair and vice chair are considered members of the committee.

(c) The chair, vice chair, and members representing the senatorial districts are elected at the party's biennial state convention.  However, the chair, vice chair, and members may be elected for four-year terms at the state convention held in gubernatorial election years.  Each holds office until a successor is elected and assumes office.

(d) The members elected to represent a particular senatorial district must be those recommended by the convention delegates representing that senatorial district.

Sec. 171.003. FILLING VACANCY

(a) The state executive committee shall fill by appointment any vacancy on the committee, including a vacancy in the office of chair or vice chair.

(b) A majority of the committee's membership constitutes a quorum for the purpose of filling a vacancy.  To be elected, a person must receive a favorable vote of a majority of the members voting.

(c) To be eligible to serve as a replacement to fill a vacancy in a membership representing a senatorial district, a person must reside in the district.

Sec. 171.004. PROXY

(a) To participate in a state executive committee meeting as a proxy for a member representing a senatorial district, a person must reside in that district.

(b) A person may not hold more than one proxy at any meeting.

SUBCHAPTER B. COUNTY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Sec. 171.021. COUNTY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ESTABLISHED
For each county in which a primary election is held, a county executive committee is established as provided by this subchapter for the political party holding the primary.

Sec. 171.022. COMMITTEE COMPOSITION

(a) A county executive committee consists of:

(1) a county chair, who is the presiding officer, elected at the general primary election by majority vote of the qualified voters of the county who vote in the primary on that office or appointed by the county executive committee as provided by this subchapter;  and

(2) a precinct chair from each county election precinct, elected at the general primary by majority vote of the qualified voters of the precinct who vote in the primary on that office, subject to Section 171.0221, or appointed by the county executive committee as provided by this subchapter.

(b) Except as provided by Subsection (d), if no candidate receives a majority of the votes, a runoff to determine the office is conducted in the same manner as a runoff primary election to determine a nomination for public office.  The candidates to be in a runoff are determined in the same manner as candidates in a runoff for a nomination.

(c) Each committee member serves for a term of two years beginning the 20th day after runoff primary election day.

(d) The state executive committee by rule may provide for the election of the county chair or precinct chairs of a particular county by plurality vote.

Sec. 171.0221. ELECTION NOT HELD FOR OFFICE OF PRECINCT CHAIR
(a) If only one candidate's name is to be placed on the ballot for the office of precinct chair and no candidate's name is to be placed on the list of write-in candidates for that office, the election for that office is not held, and the unopposed candidate, if otherwise eligible, shall be declared elected to the office at the time of the local canvass.

(b) The county chair shall prepare a sign that states:  "Pursuant to Section 171.0221, Election Code, (insert name of unopposed candidate for precinct chair), if otherwise eligible, shall be declared elected to the office of precinct chair at the time of the local canvass."  The county chair shall distribute copies of the sign to the presiding judge of the election precinct with the other election supplies.  An election officer shall post the sign in one or more locations in the polling place where it can be read by persons waiting to vote.

(c) The county chair shall post the name of a candidate declared elected under Subsection (a) at a public place in the election precinct.

Sec. 171.023. RESIDENCE OF PRECINCT CHAIR

(a) To be eligible to be a candidate for or to serve as a precinct chair, a person must reside in the election precinct in addition to satisfying the other applicable eligibility requirements.

(b) A change in a county election precinct boundary creates a vacancy in the office of precinct chair if more than one precinct chair resides in the changed precinct or if none resides there.

(c) For the purpose of determining whether a precinct chair is a resident of a particular county election precinct, a change in a precinct boundary is not effective until February 1 following the adoption of the order making the change, except as provided by Subsection (d).

(d) If a change in a precinct boundary made by an order adopted on or after February 1 of a primary election year is scheduled to become effective before general primary election day, the change is effective on the date the order is adopted for the purpose specified by Subsection (c).

Sec. 171.0231. WRITE-IN CANDIDATE FOR COUNTY CHAIR OR PRECINCT CHAIR

(a) A write-in vote for the office of county chair or precinct chair may not be counted unless the name written in appears on the list of write-in candidates.

(b) To be entitled to a place on the list of write-in candidates, a candidate must make a declaration of write-in candidacy.

(c) A declaration of write-in candidacy must be filed with the authority with whom an application for a place on the ballot is required to be filed for the office.

(d) A declaration of write-in candidacy must be filed not later than 5 p.m. of the 62nd day before general primary election day. However, if a candidate whose name is to appear on the ballot for the office of county chair or precinct chair dies or is declared ineligible after the third day before the date of the regular filing deadline prescribed by this subsection, a declaration of write-in candidacy for the office sought by the deceased or ineligible candidate may be filed not later than 5 p.m. of the 59th day before election day.

(e) With the appropriate modifications and to the extent practicable, Subchapter B, Chapter 146, applies to write-in voting for the office of county chair or precinct chair.

(f) Repealed by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 729, Sec. 3.

(g) The secretary of state shall prescribe any procedures necessary to implement this section.

Sec. 171.024. FILLING VACANCY

(a) The county executive committee shall fill by appointment any vacancy on the committee.

(b) Except as provided by Subsection (c), a majority of the committee's membership must participate in filling a vacancy.  To be elected, a person must receive a favorable vote of a majority of the members voting.

(c) A vacancy in the office of precinct chair may be filled without participation of the majority of the committee membership if only one person is a candidate to fill the vacancy and the person:

(1) was elected as a precinct chair in the most recent primary election in the county;  and

(2) is eligible to serve in the vacant office.

(d) A vacancy may not be filled before the beginning of the term of office in which the vacancy occurs.

(e) After a vacancy is filled, the county chair shall promptly deliver written notice of the replacement member's name and address to the state chair and to the county clerk.

Sec. 171.025. PROCEDURE FOR FILLING VACANCY IN OFFICE OF COUNTY CHAIR
(a) If a vacancy occurs in the office of county chair, the secretary of the county executive committee shall call a meeting for the purpose of filling the vacancy.  If a committee member files with the secretary a written request for a meeting to fill a vacancy, the secretary shall call the meeting to convene not later than the 20th day after the date the secretary receives the request.

(b) If the committee does not have a secretary or if after receiving a written request under Subsection (a) the secretary fails to call the meeting, the state chair, on written request of a member of the county executive committee filed with the state chair, shall call the meeting to convene not later than the 20th day after the date the chair receives the request.

(c) The authority calling the meeting shall notify each committee member in advance of the meeting of its time, place, and purpose.

(d) The authority calling the meeting shall designate a committee member as temporary chair, who shall call the meeting to order and preside until the vacancy is filled.

Sec. 171.0251. TEMPORARY REPLACEMENT OF COMMITTEE MEMBER IN MILITARY

(a) In this section, "armed forces of the United States" means the United States Army, the United States Navy, the United States Air Force, the United States Marine Corps, the United States Coast Guard, any reserve or auxiliary component of any of those services, or the National Guard.

(b) A member of the county executive committee who enters active duty in the armed forces of the United States as a result of being called to duty, drafted, or activated does not vacate the office held, but the committee member may appoint a replacement to serve as a temporary acting officer if the committee member will be unable to fulfill the member's duties, due to the member's obligations to the armed forces of the United States.

(c) The temporary acting officer appointed as provided by Subsection (b) must be:

(1) a member of the same political party as the committee member being temporarily replaced;  and

(2) qualified for office under Section 161.005.

(d) The temporary acting officer appointed as provided by Subsection (b) has all the powers, privileges, and duties of the office and is entitled to the same compensation, payable in the same manner and from the same source, as the member of the county executive committee who is temporarily replaced.

(e) The temporary acting officer appointed as provided by Subsection (b) shall perform the duties of the committee member until the earlier of:

(1) the date the active military service of the committee member who is temporarily replaced ends;  or

(2) the date the term of office of the committee member who is temporarily replaced expires.

Sec. 171.026. PROXY NOT ALLOWED

A person may not participate in a county executive committee meeting as a proxy.

Sec. 171.027. TEMPORARY COMMITTEE

(a) If a county executive committee for a political party does not exist in a county in which the party is holding a primary election, the party shall establish a temporary county executive committee as provided by this section.

(b) The state executive committee shall appoint a temporary county chair. To be appointed, a person must receive a favorable vote of a majority of the committee's membership.

(c) The temporary county chair shall call, for the purpose of electing the other members of a temporary county executive committee, a meeting of the voters of the county who consider themselves to be aligned with the party.  The voters present at the meeting shall elect the other members of the committee.

(d) The eligibility requirements for serving as a member of a temporary county executive committee are the same as those for serving as a member of a regularly constituted county executive committee except that affiliation with the political party is not required.

(e) A temporary county executive committee may exercise the authority and shall perform the duties of a regularly constituted county executive committee.

(f) A county executive committee for a county served by a temporary committee shall be elected at the general primary election.  The temporary committee members serve until the elected members assume office.

SUBCHAPTER C. DISTRICT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Sec. 171.051. DISTRICT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ESTABLISHED

For each district from which an officer of the federal or state government is elected, a district executive committee is established as provided by this subchapter for each political party holding a primary election.

Sec. 171.052. COMMITTEE COMPOSITION:  DISTRICT COTERMINOUS WITH COUNTY

The district executive committee for a district that is coterminous with a single county consists of the county executive committee, with the county chair serving as chair of the district committee.

Sec. 171.053. COMMITTEE COMPOSITION:  DISTRICT COMPRISING PART OF A COUNTY; FIRST MEETING

(a) The district executive committee for a district comprising only a part of a single county consists of the precinct chairs of the county election precincts in the district.

(b) The members of a district executive committee shall elect a chair at the committee's first meeting from among the committee membership.

(c) Except as provided by Subsection (d), the county chair shall call the first meeting of the district executive committee to convene at any time after the precinct chairs take office.  The county chair shall notify each committee member in advance of the meeting of its time, place, and purpose.

(d) If a vacancy exists in the office of chair of a senatorial district executive committee immediately before the date for conducting the regular drawing for a place on the general primary ballot, the committee shall convene on that date at the hour and place specified by the county chair to elect the district executive committee chair.

(e) Not later than the third day after the date the chair for a senatorial district executive committee is elected, the county chair shall deliver to the state chair written notice of the name and address of the person elected.

Sec. 171.054. COMMITTEE COMPOSITION:  DISTRICT SITUATED IN MORE THAN ONE COUNTY; FIRST MEETING

(a) The district executive committee for a district situated in more than one county consists of:

(1) the county chair of each county that is wholly situated in the district;  and

(2) one precinct chair from each county that is only partly situated in the district, elected by and from among the precinct chairs of the precincts in that part of the county.

(b) Except as provided by Subsection (c), the county chair shall call a meeting to convene at any time after the precinct chairs take office to elect the precinct chair who is to serve on a district executive committee.  The county chair shall notify the appropriate precinct chairs in advance of the meeting of its time, place, and purpose.  Not later than the third day after the date the district executive committee member is elected, the county chair shall deliver to the state chair written notice of the name and address of the person elected.

(c) If a vacancy exists in the office of precinct chair on a senatorial district executive committee immediately before the date for conducting the regular drawing for a place on the general primary ballot, the appropriate precinct chairs shall convene on that date at the hour and place specified by the county chair to elect that officer.

(d) The members of a district executive committee shall elect a chair at the committee's first meeting from among the committee membership.

(e) The state chair shall call the first meeting of the district executive committee and shall notify each committee member in advance of the meeting of its time, place, and purpose.

SUBCHAPTER D. PRECINCT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Sec. 171.071. PRECINCT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ESTABLISHED

For each commissioner’s precinct and for each justice precinct, a precinct executive committee is established as provided by this subchapter for each political party holding a primary election.

Sec. 171.072. COMMITTEE COMPOSITION:  PRECINCT WITH THREE OR MORE ELECTION PRECINCTS; FIRST MEETING

(a) The precinct executive committee for a commissioner’s precinct or for a justice precinct containing three or more county election precincts consists of the precinct chair of each county election precinct in the commissioners or justice precinct, as applicable.

(b) The members of a precinct executive committee shall elect a chair at the committee's first meeting from among the committee membership.

(c) The county chair shall call the first meeting of the precinct executive committee and shall notify each committee member in advance of the meeting of its time, place, and purpose.

Sec. 171.073. COMMITTEE COMPOSITION:  PRECINCT WITH FEWER THAN THREE ELECTION PRECINCTS

The precinct executive committee for a commissioner’s precinct or for a justice precinct containing fewer than three county election precincts consists of the county executive committee, with the county chair serving as chair of the precinct committee.

CHAPTER 172. PRIMARY ELECTIONS

SUBCHAPTER A. NOMINATING BY PRIMARY ELECTION GENERALLY

Sec. 172.001. NOMINATING BY PRIMARY ELECTION REQUIRED

Except as otherwise provided by this code, a political party's nominees in the general election for offices of state and county government and the United States Congress must be nominated by primary election, held as provided by this code, if the party's nominee for governor in the most recent gubernatorial general election received 20 percent or more of the total number of votes received by all candidates for governor in the election.

Sec. 172.002. NOMINATING BY PRIMARY ELECTION AUTHORIZED

(a) Except as otherwise provided by this code, a political party's nominees in the general election for offices of state and county government and the United States Congress may be nominated by primary election, held as provided by this code, if the party's nominee for governor in the most recent gubernatorial general election received at least two percent but less than 20 percent of the total number of votes received by all candidates for governor in the election.

(b) If any nominee of a party is nominated by primary election, none of that party's nominees may be nominated that year by convention.

(c) For a political party to be entitled to hold a primary election under this section, the state chair, not later than one year before general election day, must deliver written notice to the secretary of state that the party will hold a primary election in the general election year.

Sec. 172.003. MAJORITY VOTE REQUIRED

Except as otherwise provided by this code, to receive a political party's nomination, a candidate in a primary election must receive a majority of the total number of votes received by all the candidates for the nomination.

Sec. 172.004. RUNOFF PRIMARY

(a) If no candidate for nomination to a particular office receives the vote required for nomination in the general primary election, a runoff primary election shall be held to determine the nomination.

(b) The candidates in a runoff for a nomination shall be determined and a tie vote in a runoff resolved as provided by Subchapter B, Chapter 2, for a runoff for an election to office.

SUBCHAPTER B. APPLICATION FOR PLACE ON BALLOT

Sec. 172.021. APPLICATION REQUIRED

(a) To be entitled to a place on the general primary election ballot, a candidate must make an application for a place on the ballot.

(b) An application must, in addition to complying with Section 141.031, be accompanied by the appropriate filing fee or a petition in lieu of the filing fee that satisfies the requirements prescribed by Section 141.062.  A political party may not require payment of a fee as a condition to applying for a place on the ballot as a candidate for county chair or precinct chair.

(c) An application filed by mail is considered to be filed at the time of its receipt by the appropriate authority.

(d) The circulation of a petition to be filed under this subchapter in connection with a candidate's application for a place on the ballot does not constitute candidacy or an announcement of candidacy for purposes of the automatic resignation provisions of Article XVI, Section 65, or Article XI, Section 11, of the Texas Constitution.

(e) A candidate for an office specified by Section 172.024(a)(8), (10), or (12), or for justice of the peace in a county with a population of more than 850,000, who chooses to pay the filing fee must also accompany the application with a petition for a place on the primary ballot as a candidate for judicial office that complies with the requirements prescribed for the petition authorized by Subsection (b), except that the minimum number of signatures that must appear on the petition required by this subsection is 250.  If the candidate chooses to file the petition authorized by Subsection (b) in lieu of the filing fee, the minimum number of signatures required for that petition is increased by 250.  Signatures on a petition filed under this subsection or Subsection (b) by a candidate covered by this subsection may not be obtained on the grounds of a county courthouse or courthouse annex.

(f) A political party's state executive committee by rule may require that an application for the office of county chair be accompanied by a nominating petition containing the signatures of at least 10 percent of the incumbent precinct chairs serving on the county executive committee.

(g) A candidate for the office of chief justice or justice, supreme court, or presiding judge or judge, court of criminal appeals, who chooses to pay the filing fee must also accompany the application with a petition that complies with the requirements prescribed for a petition authorized by Subsection (b), except that the minimum number of signatures that must appear on the petition required by this subsection is 50 from each court of appeals district.

Sec. 172.022. AUTHORITY WITH WHOM APPLICATION FILED

(a) An application for a place on the general primary election ballot must be filed with:

(1) the state chair, for an office filled by voters of more than one county;  or

(2) the county chair or the secretary, if any, of the county executive committee, for an office filled by voters of a single county.

(b) Not later than the day before the last day of the filing period, the county chair shall post on the bulletin board used for posting notice of meetings of the commissioners court a notice of the address at which the county chair or secretary will be available to receive applications on the last day of the filing period.  If both the county chair and the secretary will be available, the notice must contain the address at which each will be available.  Section 1.006 does not apply to this subsection.

Sec. 172.023. REGULAR FILING PERIOD

(a) An application for a place on the general primary election ballot must be filed not later than 6 p.m. on January 2 in the primary election year unless the filing deadline is extended under Subchapter C.

(b) An application, other than an application for the office of precinct chair, may not be filed earlier than the 30th day before the date of the regular filing deadline.  An application for the office of precinct chair may not be filed earlier than the 90th day before the date of the regular filing deadline.

Sec. 172.024. FILING FEE

(a) The filing fee for a candidate for nomination in the general primary election is as follows:

(1) United States 
 $5,000

(2) office elected statewide, except United States 
 3,750

(3) United States representative 
 3,125

(4) state senator 
 1,250

(5) state representative 
 750

(6) member, State Board of Education 
 300

(7) chief justice or justice, court of appeals, other than a justice specified by Subdivision (8) 
 1,875

(8) chief  justice or justice of  a court of appeals that serves a court of appeals district in which a county  with a population  of more than 750,000  is wholly or partly  situated 
 2,500

(9) district judge or judge specified by Section 52.092(d) for which this schedule does not otherwise prescribe a fee 
 1,500

(10) district or criminal district judge of a court in a judicial district wholly contained in a county with a population of more than 850,000 
 2,500

(11) judge, statutory county court, other than a judge specified by Subdivision (12) 
 1,500

(12) judge of a statutory county court in a county with a population of more than 850,000 
 2,500

(13) district attorney, criminal district attorney, or county attorney performing the duties of a district attorney 
 1,250

(14) county commissioner, district clerk, county clerk, sheriff, county tax assessor-collector, county treasurer, or judge, constitutional county court:

· county with a population of 200,000 or more 
 1,250

· county with a population of under 200,000 
 750

(15) justice of the peace or constable:

· county with a population of 200,000 or more 
 1,000

· county with a population of under 200,000 
 375

(16) county surveyor, inspector of hides and animals, or public weigher 
 75

(17) office of the county government for which this schedule does not otherwise prescribe a fee 
 750

(b)  If a fee prescribed by Subsection (a) is declared invalid by a final judgment of a court, the secretary of state shall prescribe a filing fee consistent with the judgment to replace the invalidated fee.

Sec. 172.025. NUMBER OF PETITION SIGNATURES REQUIRED

The minimum number of signatures that must appear on the petition authorized by Section 172.021(b) is:

(1) 5,000, for a statewide office;  or

(2) for a district, county, or precinct office, the lesser of:

· 500;  or

· two percent of the total vote received in the district, county, or precinct, as applicable, by all the candidates for governor in the most recent gubernatorial general election, unless that number is under 50, in which case the required number of signatures is the lesser of:

i. 50;  or

ii. 20 percent of that total vote

Sec. 172.026. RESTRICTION ON PETITION SIGNER

On signing a petition to be filed under Section 172.021, the signer becomes ineligible to vote in a primary election or participate in a convention of another political party during the voting year in which the primary election is held.

Sec. 172.027. STATEMENT ON PETITION

The following statement must appear at the top of each page of a petition to be filed under Section 172.021:  "I know that the purpose of this petition is to entitle (insert candidate's name) to have his or her name placed on the ballot for the office of (insert office title, including any place number or other distinguishing number) for the (insert political party's name) primary election.  I understand that by signing this petition I become ineligible to vote in a primary election or participate in a convention of another party, including a party not holding a primary election, during the voting year in which this primary election is held."

Sec. 172.028. STATE CHAIR'S CERTIFICATION OF NAMES FOR PLACEMENT ON GENERAL PRIMARY BALLOT

(a) Except as provided by Subsection (c), the state chair shall certify in writing for placement on the general primary election ballot the name of each candidate who files with the chair an application that complies with Section 172.021(b).

(b) Not later than the 57th day before general primary election day, the state chair shall deliver the certification to the county chair in each county in which the candidate's name is to appear on the ballot.

(c) A candidate's name may not be certified:

(1) if, before delivering the certification, the state chair learns that the name is to be omitted from the ballot under Section 172.057;  or

(2) for an office for which the candidate's application is invalid under Section 141.033.

(d) A copy of each certification shall be made available on request, without charge, to each newspaper published in this state and to each licensed radio and television station in this state.

Sec. 172.029. LIST OF CANDIDATES

(a) For each general primary election, the state chair and each county chair shall prepare a list containing the name of each candidate who files an application for a place on the ballot with the chair, as the name is to appear on the ballot, and containing the candidate's address as shown on the application.

(b) The candidates' names must be grouped on the list according to office.

(c) Not later than the 10th day after the date of the regular filing deadline for candidates' applications, the state chair shall deliver the chair's list to the secretary of state, and each county chair shall deliver a copy of the chair's list to the county clerk, the state chair, and the secretary of state.

(d) A candidate's name must be omitted from the list if, before delivery of the list, the candidate withdraws, dies, or is declared ineligible, or if the candidate's application is determined not to comply with the applicable requirements.

(e) The secretary of state and each county clerk shall retain each list received until the day after general primary election day.
SUBCHAPTER C. WITHDRAWAL, DEATH, AND INELIGIBILITY OF CANDIDATE

Sec. 172.051. WITHDRAWAL, DEATH, OR INELIGIBILITY GENERALLY

With respect to withdrawal, death, or ineligibility of a candidate in a primary election, this subchapter supersedes Subchapter A, Chapter 145, to the extent of any conflict.

Sec. 172.052. WITHDRAWAL FROM GENERAL PRIMARY

(a) A candidate for nomination may not withdraw from the general primary election after the 62nd day before general primary election day.

(b) A withdrawal request for the general primary must be filed with the authority with whom the withdrawing candidate's application for a place on the ballot is required to be filed.

Sec. 172.053. ADMINISTRATIVE DECLARATION OF INELIGIBILITY AFTER POLLS CLOSE

Except for a judicial action in which a candidate's eligibility is in issue, after the polls close on primary election day and before the final canvass for the office sought by the candidate is completed, a candidate for nomination may be declared ineligible only by the presiding officer of the primary's final canvassing authority for that office.

Sec. 172.054. EXTENDED FILING DEADLINE

(a) The deadline for filing an application for a place on the general primary election ballot is extended as provided by this section if a candidate who has made an application that complies with the applicable requirements:

(1) dies on or after the fifth day before the date of the regular filing deadline and on or before the 62nd day before general primary election day;

(2) holds the office for which the application was made and withdraws or is declared ineligible on or after the date of the regular filing deadline and on or before the 62nd day before general primary election day;  or

(3) withdraws or is declared ineligible during the period prescribed by Subdivision (2), and at the time of the withdrawal or declaration of ineligibility no other candidate has made an application that complies with the applicable requirements for the office sought by the withdrawn or ineligible candidate.

(b) An application for an office sought by a withdrawn, deceased, or ineligible candidate must be filed not later than 6 p.m. of the 60th day before general primary election day.  An application filed by mail with the state chair is not timely if received later than 5 p.m. of the 60th day before general primary election day.

(c) An extension of the filing deadline under this section applies only to the primary election of the political party for which the withdrawn, deceased, or ineligible candidate applied for a place on the ballot.

Sec. 172.055. PUBLIC NOTICE OF EXTENDED FILING

(a) If the deadline for filing applications is extended, notice of the extended filing shall be given as provided by this section.

(b) The authority with whom the withdrawn, deceased, or ineligible candidate's application was filed shall prepare a notice identifying the candidate and the office for which the filing deadline is extended and stating the extended deadline.

(c) Not later than 24 hours after the candidate withdraws or is declared ineligible or after the authority preparing the notice learns of the candidate's death, as applicable, the authority shall deliver a copy of the notice to:

(1) at least one daily newspaper published in the county or, if none, at least one weekly newspaper published there, if any, for a notice prepared by the county chair;

(2) at least three daily newspapers that regularly maintain a news representative at the State Capitol, for a notice applicable to a statewide office;  or

(3) at least one daily newspaper published in each county wholly or partly situated in the district or, if none, at least one weekly newspaper published there, if any, for a notice prepared by the state chair for a district office.

(d) A county or state chair's failure to perform a duty prescribed by this section is cause for the officer's removal by the executive committee over which the chair presides.

Sec. 172.056. SUPPLEMENTAL LIST OF CANDIDATES

(a) If the deadline for filing applications is extended, a list shall be prepared, as provided by Section 172.029 for a list of candidates who file during the regular filing period, containing the name of each candidate:

(1) who files an application that complies with the applicable requirements during the extended filing period;  and

(2) whose name is not on the list prepared under Section 172.029.

(b) The list prepared under this section is subject to the requirements prescribed by Section 172.029 except that the list must be delivered to the secretary of state, county clerk, and state chair, as applicable, not later than the seventh day after the date of the extended deadline.

Sec. 172.057. WITHDRAWN, DECEASED, OR INELIGIBLE CANDIDATE'S NAME OMITTED FROM GENERAL PRIMARY BALLOT

A candidate's name shall be omitted from the general primary election ballot if the candidate withdraws, dies, or is declared ineligible on or before the 62nd day before general primary election day.

Sec. 172.058. DECEASED OR INELIGIBLE CANDIDATE'S NAME TO APPEAR ON GENERAL PRIMARY BALLOT

(a) If a candidate who has made an application for a place on the general primary election ballot that complies with the applicable requirements dies or is declared ineligible after the 62nd day before general primary election day, the candidate's name shall be placed on the ballot and the votes cast for the candidate shall be counted and entered on the official election returns in the same manner as for the other candidates.

(b) If the deceased or ineligible candidate receives the vote required for nomination, the appropriate executive committee may select the nominee and certify the nominee's name for placement on the general election ballot as provided by Subchapter B, Chapter 145, for filling a vacancy in a nomination.

(c) In a race in which a runoff is required, if the deceased or ineligible candidate received the vote that would entitle the candidate to a place on the runoff primary ballot or tied for that number of votes, the candidates in the runoff shall be determined in the regular manner but without regard to the votes received by the deceased or ineligible candidate.

Sec. 172.059. WITHDRAWAL FROM RUNOFF PRIMARY

(a) A candidate for nomination may not withdraw from the runoff primary election after 5 p.m. of the 10th day after general primary election day.

(b) A withdrawal request for the runoff primary must be filed with the state chair, for a statewide or district office, or with the county chair, for a county or precinct office.

(c) If a runoff candidate withdraws, the remaining candidate is the nominee and the runoff election for that office is not held.

Sec. 172.060. DECEASED OR INELIGIBLE CANDIDATE'S NAME TO APPEAR ON RUNOFF PRIMARY BALLOT

(a) If a runoff primary candidate dies or is declared ineligible before runoff primary election day, the candidate's name shall be placed on the ballot.

(b) If a deceased or ineligible candidate receives the vote required for nomination, the appropriate executive committee may select the nominee and certify the nominee's name for placement on the general election ballot as provided by Subchapter B, Chapter 145, for filling a vacancy in a nomination.

Sec. 172.061. CANDIDATE FOR PARTY OFFICE

(a) Except for Sections 172.058(b), 172.059(c), and 172.060(b), this subchapter applies to a candidate for county chair or precinct chair.

(b) If a runoff candidate for county chair or precinct chair withdraws, the remaining candidate is considered to be elected and the runoff election for that office is not held.

SUBCHAPTER D. BALLOT

Sec. 172.081. PRIMARY COMMITTEE

(a) Except as provided by Subsection (b), a primary committee is established in each county having a county executive committee.  The primary committee consists of:

(1) the county chair;  and

(2) four other members of the county executive committee, appointed by the county chair subject to the executive committee's approval.

(b) The county executive committee by resolution may provide that the primary committee consist of more or fewer than five members or that a primary committee not be established.  If a primary committee is not established, the county chair shall perform the duties of the primary committee prescribed by this chapter unless the county executive committee designates another member of the committee for that purpose.

(c) The county chair serves as chair of the primary committee.

Sec. 172.082. ORDER OF NAMES ON GENERAL PRIMARY BALLOT:  REGULAR DRAWING

(a) The order of the candidates' names on the general primary election ballot for each county shall be determined by a drawing.

(b) The county executive committee shall conduct the drawing unless it provides by resolution that the drawing be conducted by the primary committee.

(c) The drawing shall be conducted at the county seat not later than the 53rd day before general primary election day.

(d) Each candidate affected by a drawing is entitled to be present or have a representative present at the drawing.

(e) county chair shall post notice of the date, hour, and place of the drawing for at least 24 consecutive hours immediately before the drawing begins.  The notice shall be posted on the bulletin board used for posting notice of meetings of the commissioner’s court.

Sec. 172.083. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF BALLOT BY PRIMARY COMMITTEE
Before having the official ballots for a general primary election printed, the county chair shall submit the format for the official ballot to the primary committee for its review and approval.

Sec. 172.084. ORDER OF NAMES ON RUNOFF PRIMARY BALLOT

(a) Except as provided by this section, the order of the candidates' names on the runoff primary election ballot for each county shall be determined by a drawing conducted in the same manner as the regular drawing for position on the general primary election ballot.

(b) The drawing for candidates for county and precinct offices shall be conducted at the place at which the local canvass of the general primary election is conducted, immediately following the canvass.

(c) The primary committee shall conduct the drawing for candidates for statewide and district offices at the county seat at a time designated by the county chair.

(d) The county chair shall post notice of the date and hour of the drawing for candidates for statewide and district offices:

(1) for at least 24 consecutive hours immediately before the drawing begins;  and

(2) not earlier than the day after the date the state executive committee convenes to canvass the results of the general primary.

(e) The notice required by Subsection (d) shall be posted on the bulletin board used for posting notice of meetings of the commissioner’s court.

Sec. 172.085. NAME OF PARTY ON BALLOT

The name of the political party holding a primary election shall be placed at the top of the primary ballot.

Sec. 172.086. PLEDGE ON BALLOT

The following pledge shall be placed on the primary election ballot above the listing of candidates' names:  "I am a (insert appropriate political party) and understand that I am ineligible to vote or participate in another political party's primary election or convention during this voting year."

Sec. 172.087. REFERENDUM ORDERED BY STATE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
The state executive committee may provide by resolution that a proposal to include a demand for specific legislation or any other matter in the party's platform or resolutions be submitted to a vote by placement on the general primary election ballot.  The state executive committee shall prescribe the wording of the proposition submitting a proposal.

Sec. 172.088. VOTER PETITION FOR REFERENDUM

(a) Voters by petition may require that a proposal to include a demand for specific legislation or any other matter in a political party's platform or resolutions be submitted to a vote in the party's general primary election by placement on the general primary election ballot.

(b) Subject to Subsection (c), a petition under this section must satisfy the requirements prescribed by Section 141.062 for a candidate's petition and must state the proposal that is to be submitted.  The petition is otherwise subject to the applicable provisions of Subchapter C, Chapter 141, except as provided by this section.

(c) A political party by rule may provide for restricting petition signers on the basis of party alignment or preference.

(d) The petition must be filed with the state chair of the political party holding the primary to which the petition applies before the date of the regular filing deadline for candidates' applications for a place on the primary ballot.

(e) The minimum number of signatures that must appear on the petition is five percent of the total vote received by all candidates for governor in the party's most recent gubernatorial general primary election.

(f) A signer's voter registration is not required to be in any particular territory.

(g) The state executive committee shall prescribe the wording of the proposition submitting a proposal.

Sec. 172.089. ORDER OF PARTY OFFICES ON BALLOT

The party offices of county chair and precinct chair shall be listed on the primary election ballot after the public offices with the office of county chair listed first.

Sec. 172.090. SEPARATE BALLOT FOR OFFICE OF PRECINCT CHAIR

(a) In a primary election in which election precincts are consolidated, the county executive committee may provide by resolution, order, or other official action for voting in a consolidated precinct by separate paper ballot for the office of precinct chair.

(b) The separate paper ballot for precinct chair must conform to the applicable standards governing regular paper ballots, except that the ballot shall be limited to the office of precinct chair.

(c) The secretary of state shall prescribe the form of the ballot for precinct chair consistent with this section.

SUBCHAPTER E. CONDUCT OF ELECTION

Sec. 172.111. CONDUCT OF PRIMARY ELECTION GENERALLY

(a) With respect to the conduct of a primary election, this subchapter supersedes Title 6 to the extent of any conflict.

(b) The county executive committee shall supervise the overall conduct of a primary election in each county.

Sec. 172.1111. POSTING NOTICE OF PRECINCT CONVENTION REQUIRED
(a) Before the opening of the polls, the presiding judge shall post at each outside door through which a voter may enter the building in which the polling place is located a written notice in bold print of the date, hour, and place for convening the precinct convention.

(b) The judge is not required to use an officially prescribed form for the notice.

(c) The notice must remain posted continuously through election day.

Sec. 172.1112. NOTICE OF ELECTION

(a) The county chair shall post a notice of the election and a notice of consolidated precincts, if applicable, in the manner prescribed by Section 4.003(b) for general and special elections. The notice of the election shall be posted on the bulletin board used for posting notice of meetings of the commissioner’s court.

(b) The requirements prescribed by Section 4.004 for the contents of the notice of a general or special election apply to the notice of election required by Subsection (a).

Sec. 172.112. WRITE-IN VOTING

Write-in voting in a primary election is not permitted except in the general primary election for the offices of county chair and precinct chair.

Sec. 172.113. UNOFFICIAL TABULATION OF PRECINCT RESULTS

(a) The county chair shall prepare the unofficial tabulation of precinct results.

(b) When the general custodian of election records for the primary opens the precinct election records from the various polling places, the custodian shall deliver the precinct returns to the county chair for the purpose of preparing the unofficial tabulation.

(c) When the county chair receives precinct returns from the general custodian, the county chair shall enter the appropriate information on the unofficial tabulation and immediately return the precinct returns to the custodian.

(d) The county chair shall make the periodic announcements of the current state of the tabulation.

(e) On completing the tabulation, the county chair shall deliver it to the general custodian.

(f) A person employed to assist in the preparation of the unofficial tabulation is entitled to compensation at the same rate as an election clerk serving in the election.

Sec. 172.114. DISPOSITION OF POLL LIST

The general custodian of election records shall preserve the poll lists maintained for a primary election until the end of the voting year in which the primary election is held.

Sec. 172.1141. LIST OF REGISTERED VOTERS FOR CONVENTION

At the same time the acceptance of each voter for voting in the general primary election is indicated on the precinct list of registered voters furnished for use in the election, the acceptance of the voter shall also be indicated on the list furnished for use in the party's conventions.

Sec. 172.115. DISPOSITION OF LIST OF REGISTERED VOTERS

(a) Subject to Subsection (b), the voter registrar shall preserve each precinct list of registered voters that is used for a primary election until the end of the voting year in which the primary election is held.

(b) The registrar shall return each list that is to be used in a subsequent primary election to the authority responsible for distributing the election supplies not earlier than the fourth day before the date it is needed for the subsequent primary.

(c) The presiding judge shall retain and provide at the appropriate time the list of registered voters to be used in the party's conventions.

Sec. 172.116. LOCAL CANVASS

(a) The county executive committee shall canvass the precinct election returns for the county.

(b) The committee shall convene to conduct the local canvass at the county seat not earlier than 6 p.m. on the second Thursday or later than 1 p.m. on the second Friday after election day at the hour specified by the county chair.

(c) Except as provided by this section, the procedure for conducting the canvass is the same as that prescribed by this code for a local canvass of a general election.

(d) The tabulation of results must be a separate document.

(e) Not later than the 20th day after the date the local canvass is completed, the county chair shall deliver the committee's tabulation to the general custodian of election records, who shall preserve it for the period for preserving the precinct election records.

(f) The local canvass is open to the general public.

(g) The official result of the primary election, except for offices canvassed at the state level, is determined from the local canvass of precinct returns.

Sec. 172.117. CERTIFICATION OF NOMINEES FOR COUNTY AND PRECINCT OFFICES FOR PLACEMENT ON GENERAL ELECTION BALLOT

(a) The county chair shall certify in writing for placement on the general election ballot the name and address of each primary candidate who is nominated for a county or precinct office.

(b) Not later than the 20th day after the date the local canvass is completed, the county chair shall deliver the certification to the authority responsible for having the official general election ballot prepared.

(c) A candidate's name may not be certified if, before delivering the certification, the county chair learns that the name is to be omitted from the ballot under Section 145.035.

Sec. 172.118. NOTICE OF PERSONS ELECTED AS PARTY OFFICERS

(a) Not later than the 20th day after the date the local canvass is completed, the county chair shall deliver written notice to the state chair and to the county clerk of the names of the persons elected as county chair and precinct chairs for the county.

(b) The notice must include each party officer's address and each precinct chair's precinct number.

(c) The county clerk shall preserve the notice until the county clerk receives notice of the party officers elected at the succeeding primary election.

(d) On request of the secretary of state, the state chair shall deliver to the secretary written notice of the names and addresses of the party's county chairs.

Sec. 172.119. COUNTY ELECTION RETURNS

(a) The county chair shall prepare county election returns for the statewide and district offices voted on in a primary election in the same manner as the county returns for a general election are prepared by the county clerk except that separate returns for the offices of governor and lieutenant governor are not prepared.

(b) The county chair shall deliver the county returns and retain a copy in the same manner as the county returns for a general election are delivered and retained by the county clerk except that the delivery shall be made to the state chair.

Sec. 172.120. STATE CANVASS

(a) The state executive committee shall canvass the county election returns.

(b) The state executive committee shall convene to conduct the state canvass for the general primary election on the second Wednesday after general primary election day.  Not later than the second Saturday after runoff primary election day, the committee shall convene at the call of the state chair to conduct the state canvass of the runoff primary election.

(c) In a primary election year and before general primary election day, the state executive committee by written resolution shall determine the place for conducting the state canvass.

(d) Except as provided by this section, the procedure for conducting the canvass is the same as that prescribed by this code for a canvass by the governor.

(e) A separate tabulation of results for the offices of governor and lieutenant governor is not made.

(f) Not later than the 20th day after the date the state canvass is completed, the state chair shall deliver the committee's tabulation to the secretary of state, who shall preserve it for the period for preserving the precinct election records.

(g) The state canvass is open to the general public.

(h) The official result of the primary election for offices canvassed by the state executive committee is determined from its canvass of the county returns.

Sec. 172.121. CERTIFICATION OF CANDIDATES FOR STATEWIDE AND DISTRICT OFFICES FOR PLACEMENT ON RUNOFF BALLOT

(a) The state chair shall certify in writing for placement on the runoff primary election ballot the name of each general primary candidate for a statewide or district office who is to be a candidate in the runoff.

(b) The state chair shall deliver the certification to the county chair in each affected county as soon as practicable after the state canvass of the general primary election is completed.

Sec. 172.122. CERTIFICATION OF NOMINEES FOR STATEWIDE AND DISTRICT OFFICES TO SECRETARY OF STATE

(a) The state chair shall certify in writing as the party's nominee the name and address of each primary candidate who is nominated for a statewide or district office.

(b) Not later than the 20th day after the date the state canvass is completed, the state chair shall deliver the certification to the secretary of state.

Sec. 172.123. ENTERING PRIMARY RESULTS IN ELECTION REGISTER

(a) The county clerk shall enter the precinct results for the primary election in the election register maintained for the commissioners court.

(b) The secretary of state shall enter the primary election results for statewide and district offices in the election register maintained for the governor.

Sec. 172.124. REPORTING PRECINCT RESULTS TO SECRETARY OF STATE

(a) For each primary election, the county chair shall prepare a report of the number of votes, including early voting votes, received in each county election precinct by each candidate for a statewide office or the office of United States representative, state senator, or state representative, as provided by Section 67.017 for the report of precinct results for a general election.

(b) The county chair shall deliver the report to the secretary of state not later than the 30th day after primary election day.

(c) Except as otherwise provided by this section, the report is subject to the requirements prescribed by Section 67.017 for the report prepared for a general election.

Sec. 172.125. ADDITIONAL PROCEDURE FOR ACCEPTING VOTERS IN RUNOFF

(a) For a runoff primary election, the voter registrar shall enter on the list of registered voters a notation beside each voter's name indicating the preceding party primary for which the voter was accepted for voting, if any.

(b) An election officer at a runoff primary election polling place shall determine whether the name of a voter offering to vote is noted on the list as having been accepted for voting in another party's primary.  If the voter's name is so noted, the voter may not be accepted for voting at the runoff unless the voter executes an affidavit stating that the voter did not vote in the primary or participate in a convention of another party during the same voting year.

Sec. 172.126. JOINT PRIMARIES AUTHORIZED

(a) The primary elections in a county may be conducted jointly at the regular polling places designated for the general election for state and county officers.  The county clerk shall supervise the overall conduct of the joint primary elections.  This section applies to the conduct of joint primary elections notwithstanding and in addition to other applicable provisions of this code.  The decision to conduct a joint general primary election or runoff primary election, as applicable, must be made by majority vote of the full membership of the commissioner’s court and with the unanimous approval of the county clerk and the county chair of each political party required to nominate candidates by primary election.

(b) The county clerk shall determine whether to consolidate election precincts under Section 42.009 and shall designate the location of the polling place in a consolidated precinct.  To the extent possible, a polling place shall be designated that will accommodate the precinct conventions of each political party.  If a polling place, whether for a regular or consolidated precinct, is not suitable for more than one precinct convention, the polling place may be used by the party whose candidate for governor received the most votes in the county in the most recent gubernatorial general election.

(c) One set of election officers shall conduct the primary elections at each polling place.  Not later than the second Monday in December preceding the primary elections, each county chair shall deliver to the county clerk a list of the names of the election judges and clerks for that party.  The presiding judge of each party, or alternate judge if applicable, serves as a co-judge for the precinct.  If an eligible presiding co-judge and alternate co-judge cannot be found to serve for a particular party in a precinct, a joint primary may not be conducted in that precinct, and that precinct must be consolidated with another precinct that has an eligible presiding co-judge and alternate co-judge to serve for each party.  The county clerk shall appoint the election clerks in accordance with rules prescribed by the secretary of state.  The secretary of state shall prescribe the maximum number of clerks that may be appointed for each precinct. The early voting ballot board and any central counting station shall also be composed of and administered by one set of election officers that provides representation for each party, and the secretary of state by rule shall prescribe procedures consistent with this subsection for the appointment of those officers.

(d) Each co-judge has the law enforcement duties and powers provided under Section 32.075.  Each co-judge has the exclusive authority to conduct challenges on the eligibility of voters, tabulate the votes, and deliver the election returns in the primary of the party with which that judge is affiliated or aligned.

(e) A written certification of the candidates' names that are to appear on the primary ballot shall be delivered to the county clerk in accordance with rules prescribed by the secretary of state.

(f) The county clerk shall determine the ballot format and voting system for each election precinct and shall procure the election equipment and supplies.

(g) A separate set of ballot boxes or other suitable containers approved by the secretary of state shall be used for each party's primary, except that one set of ballot boxes or other containers may be used in a joint primary using an electronic voting system in which the ballots are deposited by the voters directly into a unit of automatic tabulating equipment.  The lists of registered voters and the voters' registration certificates shall be marked and stamped to show the appropriate party affiliation for each voter.  A separate list of registered voters shall be used for each party's primary.  The secretary of state by rule shall prescribe requirements to ensure that one party's ballot is readily distinguished from another's, which may include the use of different colors of ink.

(h) Separate election returns shall be prepared for each party's primary and shall be canvassed as provided by this code.

(i) The secretary of state by rule shall prescribe the procedures necessary to implement this section to ensure the orderly and proper administration of joint primary elections.

CHAPTER 173. PRIMARY ELECTION FINANCING

SUBCHAPTER A. PRIMARY ELECTION EXPENSES GENERALLY

Sec. 173.001. STATE FUNDS FOR PRIMARY AUTHORIZED

(a) Subject to legislative appropriation, state funds may be spent as provided by this chapter to pay expenses incurred by a political party in connection with a primary election.

(b) Expenses incurred in connection with a convention of a political party or other party activity that is not necessary for the holding of a primary election may not be paid with state funds.

(c) The secretary of state may spend state funds appropriated for primary finance to pay salaries and other necessary expenses in connection with the administration of primary elections.

(d) If the amount of the funds appropriated for the financing of primary elections is insufficient to satisfy the requests for those funds made under this code, the secretary of state may distribute the amount of the appropriation on a pro rata basis.  Each party executive committee is entitled to a proportionate share of that amount according to that committee's percentage of the total amount requested.

Sec. 173.002. STATE NOT LIABLE FOR PRIMARY EXPENSES.  The state is not liable for the failure of a political party to pay expenses the party incurs in holding a primary election.

Sec. 173.003. EXPENSES INCURRED BY COUNTY.  Except as otherwise provided by law, the county shall pay all the expenses incurred in connection with early voting in a primary election, except expenses relating to the printing of early voting ballots, and any other expenses incurred by a county authority in connection with a primary election.

Sec. 173.004. STATE COMPENSATION OF COUNTY CHAIR AND SECRETARY OF COUNTY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

(a) The total amount paid with state funds in a particular primary election year for the combined compensation of a county chair and the secretary, if any, of the county executive committee presided over by the chair may not be:

(1) less than $300;  or

(2) more than the lesser of

· $8,000;  or

· five percent of the total expenses incurred by the political party in holding primary elections in the county that year, exclusive of the combined annual compensation of the county chair and secretary.

(b) The status of a county executive committee's secretary as a committee member does not affect the applicability of this section.

Sec. 173.005. STATE COMPENSATION FOR TRAINING ELECTION JUDGES
The maximum hourly rate payable with state funds in a particular primary election year to election judges serving in a primary election for attending training programs is the same as the maximum rate prescribed by this code for compensation for attending a training program for election judges appointed to serve in elections ordered by the governor or a county authority.

Sec. 173.006. AUTHORITY TO REDUCE PRIMARY COSTS

The secretary of state may adopt rules consistent with this code that reduce the cost of primary elections or facilitate the holding of primary elections within the amount appropriated by the legislature for that purpose.

Sec. 173.007. LIMITING STATE COMPENSATION FOR POLLING PLACES
(a) The secretary of state may limit the number of primary election polling places for which operating expenses are payable with state funds.

(b) Rules adopted under this section must provide for state compensation for a sufficient number of polling places in each county to adequately serve its voters, taking into account the area, geographic features, estimated voter turnout, and other relevant factors, but in no case may state compensation be limited to fewer than one polling place for each commissioners precinct.

(c) Rules adopted under this section do not limit a political party's authority under this code to consolidate election precincts for a primary election.

Sec. 173.008. LIMITING STATE COMPENSATION FOR ELECTION PERSONNEL
(a) The secretary of state may limit the number of election clerks in a primary election whose service is payable with state funds.

(b) The secretary of state may limit the total state compensation payable to persons employed to assist a county chair in connection with a primary election.

(c) Rules adopted under this section must provide for state compensation for sufficient personnel to properly hold the primary, taking into account the number of registered voters, number of votes cast in previous primary elections, method of voting, and other relevant factors, but in no case may state compensation be limited to fewer than two clerks for each election precinct.

(d) State funds may be paid in excess of the limits prescribed under this section if the secretary of state determines good cause exists for the additional state compensation.

Sec. 173.009. DEADLINE FOR ADOPTING RULES

A rule adopted by the secretary of state under this subchapter does not apply to a primary election held less than 45 days after the date the rule is adopted.

Sec. 173.010. FURNISHING RULES

During November preceding each primary election year, the secretary of state shall deliver to the state chair and each county chair of each political party holding a primary election a current set of the rules adopted under this subchapter.  If a rule or amendment of a rule is adopted after delivery of the set, the secretary shall deliver a copy of the rule or amendment not later than the 10th day after the date of its adoption.

Sec. 173.011. FINANCING OF JOINT PRIMARY ELECTIONS GENERALLY
(a) This section applies to the financing of joint primary elections notwithstanding and in addition to other applicable provisions of this code.

(b) Any surplus remaining in a county primary fund shall be remitted to the secretary of state immediately after the final payment from the fund of the necessary expenses for holding the primary elections for that year, but not later than July 1 following the applicable primary election.  The surplus in the primary fund shall be remitted regardless of whether state funds were requested by the chair.

(c) The secretary of state shall adopt rules, consistent with this chapter to the extent practicable, that are necessary for the fair and efficient financing of joint primary elections.

SUBCHAPTER B. PRIMARY FUND

Sec. 173.031. COUNTY PRIMARY FUND

(a) A county primary fund is created for each county executive committee of a political party holding a primary election.

(b) The county primary fund consists of:

(1) the filing fees required to be deposited in the fund under Subchapter C;

(2) the state funds paid to the county chair under Subchapter D;

(3) the contributions to the county executive committee for the purpose of defraying primary election expenses;  and

(4) the income earned by the fund.

Sec. 173.032. STATE PRIMARY FUND

(a) A state primary fund is created for the state executive committee of each political party holding a primary election.

(b) The state primary fund consists of:

(1) the filing fees required to be deposited in the fund under Subchapter C;

(2) the state funds paid to the state chair under Subchapter D;

(3) the contributions to the state executive committee for the purpose of defraying primary election expenses;  and

(4) the income earned by the fund.

Sec. 173.033. USE OF PRIMARY FUND

(a) The county primary fund shall be used to pay expenses incurred by the county chair or county executive committee in connection with a primary election.

(b)  The state primary fund shall be used to pay expenses incurred by the state chair or state executive committee in connection with a primary election.

(c)  A primary fund may not be used for any other purpose.

Sec. 173.034. MANAGING PRIMARY FUND

(a) The county executive committee shall manage the county primary fund.

(b)  The state executive committee shall manage the state primary fund.

Sec. 173.035. AUDIT BY SECRETARY OF STATE

(a) The secretary of state may have a primary fund audited at any time.

(b) The expenses of an audit under this section shall be paid from funds appropriated for the administration of primary elections.

Sec. 173.036. STATE FUNDS FOR AUDIT REQUESTED BY PARTY

(a) The secretary of state may approve an expenditure of state funds for an audit of the state primary fund on request of the state chair or a county primary fund on request of a county chair.

(b) On receipt of written certification of the amount approved by the secretary of state for an audit, the comptroller of public accounts shall issue a warrant for that amount payable to the state or county chair making the request.

(c) An audit conducted with state funds approved under this section is subject to the conditions imposed by the secretary of state.

SUBCHAPTER C. DISPOSITION OF FILING FEES

Sec. 173.061. FEE PAID TO COUNTY CHAIR
The county chair shall deposit in the county primary fund each filing fee accompanying an application for a place on the ballot filed with the county chair.

Sec. 173.062. FEE PAID TO STATE CHAIR ALLOCATED AMONG COUNTY COMMITTEES
(a) The state chair shall allocate the filing fee for a district office accompanying an application for a place on the ballot filed with the state chair during the regular filing period among the county executive committees serving the counties comprising the district.

(b) Each committee's allocation is equal to the quotient obtained by dividing the amount of the filing fee by the number of counties wholly or partly in the district.

(c) The state chair shall deliver each committee's allocation to the county chair not later than the 10th day after the date of the regular filing deadline.

(d) On receipt of the allocation, the county chair shall deposit it in the county primary fund.

Sec. 173.063. FEE RETAINED BY STATE CHAIR

The state chair shall deposit in the state primary fund each filing fee accompanying an application for a place on the ballot filed with the state chair:

(1) for a statewide office;  or

(2) for a district office if the application is filed after the regular filing deadline.

Sec. 173.064. REPORT OF FEES BY STATE CHAIR

(a) The state chair shall prepare a report of the filing fees accompanying applications for a place on the ballot filed with the state chair during the regular filing period.

(b) The report must include, for each office for which an application is filed, the total number of applications and the total amount of filing fees paid.

(c) The state chair shall deliver the report to the secretary of state not later than the 10th day after the date of the regular filing deadline.

SUBCHAPTER D. STATE FINANCING

Sec. 173.081. STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED PRIMARY EXPENSES

(a) Regardless of whether state funds are requested for paying primary expenses, a written statement of estimated expenses to be incurred in connection with a primary election shall be submitted to the secretary of state by:

(1) the county chair, for expenses of the county chair or county executive committee;  or

(2) the state chair, for expenses of the state chair or state executive committee.

(b)  The statement must:

(1) contain an itemized estimate, prepared by the authority submitting the statement, of the primary expenses to be incurred and a statement by the authority of whether state funds are requested;  and

(2) be sworn to by the authority submitting the statement.

(c)  A statement for a general primary election must also:

(1) state the amount of:

· the primary candidates' filing fees required to be deposited in the county primary fund if the statement is submitted by a county chair, or in the state primary fund if the statement is submitted by the state chair, that have been received by the authority submitting the statement;  and

· the contributions to the county executive committee if the statement is submitted by a county chair, or to the state executive committee if the statement is submitted by the state chair, that:

· are for the purpose of defraying primary election expenses;  and

· have not been included in a report filed under Section 173.084 for a previous primary election year;  and

(2) be submitted not later than the 45th day before general primary election day.

(d)  The information required by Subsection (c)(1) must be current as of the 10th day after the date of the regular filing deadline for a candidate's application for a place on the primary ballot.

(e)  A statement for a runoff primary election must be submitted not later than the 10th day after general primary election day.

(f)  A statement submitted by a county chair must also include a notice of the county election precincts to be consolidated for the election, if any.

Sec. 173.082. REVIEW OF STATEMENT; APPROVAL;  NOTICE

(a) On receipt of a statement of estimated primary election expenses, the secretary of state shall review the statement to determine which items of estimated expense and the amounts of those items to approve.

(b) The secretary of state shall approve an item of estimated expense if the secretary determines that it is reasonably necessary for the proper holding of the primary election.  If the secretary determines that the entire estimated amount of the item is not reasonably necessary, the secretary shall approve the item in the reduced amount that the secretary determines is appropriate.

(c) The secretary of state shall promptly notify the authority submitting the statement of each item of estimated expense not approved or approved in a reduced amount.

(d) An item or part of an item of estimated primary election expense that is not approved by the secretary of state may not be paid with primary funds.

(e) Expenses incurred in connection with an application for a place on the ballot for the office of precinct chair filed before the 30th day before the date of the regular filing deadline may not be paid with state funds.

Sec. 173.083. STATE PAYMENT OF ESTIMATED PRIMARY EXPENSES

(a) The amount of estimated primary election expenses payable with state funds under this section is equal to:

(1) for a general primary election, the difference obtained by subtracting the sum of the filing fees and contributions reported in the statement of estimated primary election expenses from the total amount of estimated general primary expenses approved by the secretary of state under Section 173.082;  and

(2) for a runoff primary election, the total amount of estimated runoff primary expenses approved by the secretary.

(b) State payment of the estimated primary election expenses shall be made in installments as follows:

(1) the initial installment for the expenses of a general primary is equal to three-fourths, or three-fifths if the secretary of state determines that figure to be more efficient, of the amount of estimated general primary expenses payable with state funds;

(2) the initial installment for the expenses of a runoff primary is equal to three-fourths, or three-fifths if the secretary of state determines that figure to be more efficient, of the amount of estimated runoff primary expenses payable with state funds;  and

(3) the final installment is equal to the difference obtained by subtracting the total of the installments paid under Subdivisions (1) and (2) from the total of the actual general and runoff primary election expenses payable with state funds.

(c) After determining the amount of estimated primary expenses to approve under Section 173.082 for a general or runoff primary, the secretary of state shall calculate the amount of the installment payable under Subsection (b)(1) or (2), as applicable.  The secretary shall then prepare and deliver to the comptroller of public accounts a certified statement indicating the amount of the installment, the total amount of estimated general or runoff primary expenses payable with state funds, and the name of the county or state chair who submitted the statement of estimated primary election expenses.

(d) The final installment may not be paid until a report is filed in compliance with Section 173.084 and, in the case of a county chair, a report is also filed in compliance with Section 172.124.  On the filing of the report, the secretary of state shall calculate the amount of the final installment and prepare and deliver to the comptroller of public accounts a certified statement indicating that amount and the appropriate county or state chair's name.

(e) On receipt of a certified statement under Subsection (c) or (d), the comptroller of public accounts shall issue a warrant in the certified amount of the installment payable to the county or state chair identified by the statement.

Sec. 173.0831. STATE PAYMENT OF START-UP PRIMARY FUNDS

(a) Not later than the 30th day before the beginning date of the regular filing period for public offices in the general primary election, a county chair may submit to the secretary of state a written statement of estimated primary election expenses.

(b) Not later than the 10th day after the date the statement is received, the secretary of state shall have disbursed to the county chair start-up funds in an amount equal to 10 percent of the amount approved for and expended by the county chair and executive committee in the preceding general primary election.

Sec. 173.084. EXPENSE REPORT BY PARTY

(a) Regardless of whether state funds are requested for paying primary expenses, each county chair and state chair shall prepare a report that includes:

(1) an itemized list of the actual expenses incurred in connection with the general and runoff primaries by the authority preparing the report and by the executive committee over which the authority presides;

(2) the amount of the primary candidates' filing fees required to be deposited in the county primary fund if the report is by a county chair, or in the state primary fund if the report is by the state chair;

(3) the amount of filing fees that have been refunded;

(4) the amount of the contributions to the executive committee over which the authority preparing the report presides that:

(A) are for the purpose of defraying primary election expenses;  and

(B) have not been included in a report filed under this section for a previous primary election year;  and

(5) the balance in the county primary fund if the report is by a county chair, or in the state primary fund if the report is by the state chair, that remains after deducting the primary election expenses actually incurred and the refunded filing fees.

(b)  The authority preparing the report shall file it with the secretary of state not later than the 30th day after runoff primary election day or not later than the 30th day after general primary election day if no runoff primary is held in the county, in the case of the county chair's report, or if no runoff primary is held for a statewide or district office, in the case of the state chair's report.  The secretary for good cause may extend the filing deadline.

(c)  The report must be sworn to by the authority preparing it.

(d)  Any compensation claimed under Section 173.004 may be forfeited on the failure of a county chair to file a timely report.

Sec. 173.085. STATE PAYMENT OF EXCESS PRIMARY EXPENSES

(a) If the actual expenditure for an item of primary election expense exceeds the amount estimated for the item in the statement of estimated primary election expenses, the excess expense is payable with state funds as provided by this section.

(b) To obtain state compensation for an excess expense, the county chair or state chair, as applicable, must include in the report required by Section 173.084:

(1) an identification of the item for which the excess expense was incurred;

(2) the amount of the excess;  and

(3) an explanation of the reason for exceeding the estimate.

(c) The secretary of state shall approve the payment of the excess expense with state funds if the secretary determines that payment is justified by good cause.  If the secretary determines that payment of the entire excess expense is not justified by good cause, the secretary shall approve the excess expense in the reduced amount that the secretary determines is appropriate.

(d) The secretary of state shall promptly notify the authority filing the report of each item of excess expense not approved or approved in a reduced amount.

(e) An item of excess primary election expense that is not approved by the secretary of state, or that part of an item that is not approved, may not be paid with state funds.

(f) If the secretary of state approves an excess expense, the secretary shall include the approved amount in the certified statement prepared under Section 173.083(d).

Sec. 173.0851. DISPOSITION OF SURPLUS IN PRIMARY FUND

(a) Any surplus remaining in a primary fund shall be remitted to the secretary of state immediately after the final payment from the fund of the necessary expenses for holding the primary elections for that year, but not later than July 1 following the applicable primary election.  The surplus in a primary fund shall be remitted regardless of whether state funds were requested by the chair.

(b) Any surplus primary funds received by the secretary of state under this section shall be deposited in the state treasury and may be used only for the financing of primary elections.

Sec. 173.086. CHALLENGE OF DISBURSEMENT OF STATE FUNDS

(a) The authority who submitted a statement of estimated primary election expenses under this subchapter may challenge in a district court in Travis County the amount of state funds approved by the secretary of state for disbursement.

(b) A petition stating the ground of the challenge must be filed with the court not later than the 20th day after the earlier of:

(1) the date of receipt of the secretary of state's notice of disapproval or approval in a reduced amount of a primary election expense involved in the challenge;  or

(2) the date of receipt of the comptroller's warrant for payment of a primary election expense involved in the challenge.

(c) If the court determines the challenged amount is less than the amount to which the petitioner is entitled by law, the court shall order payment in the proper amount.

Sec. 173.087. LIABILITY OF COUNTY CHAIR AND COUNTY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The county executive committee is not liable for the debts incurred by the committee or the county chair in connection with a primary election that are unpaid because the legislative appropriation is insufficient.  The county chair or any other member of the county executive committee is not personally liable for those debts.

Sec. 173.088. AVAILABILITY OF GUIDELINES

The secretary of state shall make available to each county and state chair, for use in preparing statements and reports under this chapter, any guidelines the secretary prescribes for determining the necessity of primary election expenses.

CHAPTER 174. CONVENTIONS

SUBCHAPTER A. GENERAL PROVISIONS

Sec. 174.001. APPLICABILITY OF CHAPTER

This chapter applies to a political party holding a primary election.

Sec. 174.002. MEDIA ACCESS

Representatives of the broadcast and print news media are entitled to attend a convention held under this chapter for the purpose of reporting its proceedings.

Sec. 174.003. DELEGATE TO BE QUALIFIED VOTER

In addition to the requirement of party affiliation, to be eligible to serve as a delegate to a county, senatorial district, or state convention held under this chapter, a person must be a qualified voter of the territory that the person is selected to represent or a resident of that territory who is eligible to vote a limited ballot.

Sec. 174.004. ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS EXCLUSIVE

A political party may not impose eligibility requirements in addition to those prescribed by this title for serving as a delegate to a county, senatorial district, or state convention held under this code.

SUBCHAPTER B. PRECINCT CONVENTIONS

Sec. 174.021. SELECTION OF DELEGATES TO COUNTY AND SENATORIAL DISTRICT CONVENTIONS

The delegates to a political party's county and senatorial district conventions held under this chapter shall be selected in accordance with party rules at precinct conventions held as provided by this subchapter.

Sec. 174.022. TIME AND PLACE OF CONVENTION

(a) The precinct conventions shall be held on general primary election day in the regular county election precincts.

(b) Not later than the date of the regular drawing for position on the general primary election ballot, the county executive committee shall set the hour and place for convening each precinct convention for the precincts served by the committee.  If the county executive committee fails to do so, the county chair shall set the hour and place.

(c) The hour set for convening the conventions may not be earlier than 7 p.m. or later than 9 p.m.  Notwithstanding the hour set for convening, the convention may not convene until the last voter has voted at the precinct polling place.

(d) The place selected for a precinct convention must meet the same requirements for access by the elderly and persons with physical disabilities as a polling place under Section 43.034(a) unless the state executive committee for a political party issues an order that the places for precinct conventions for that political party are not required to meet the same requirements as a polling place under Section 43.034(a).  The order must be entered in the minutes of the state executive committee not later than the 30th day before the date precinct conventions are to be held.

Sec. 174.023. NOTICE OF HOUR AND PLACE

(a) The county chair shall post a notice of the hour and place for convening each precinct convention on the bulletin board used for posting notice of meetings of the commissioner’s court.  The notice must remain posted continuously for the 10 days immediately preceding the date of the convention.

(b) Not later than the 10th day before the date of the precinct conventions, the county chair shall deliver to the county clerk written notice of the hour and place for convening each precinct convention.

(c) If the county chair fails to post or deliver notice in accordance with this section, another member of the county executive committee may post or deliver the notice.

Sec. 174.024. PARTICIPANT TO BE REGISTERED VOTER

In addition to the requirement of party affiliation, to be eligible to participate in a precinct convention held under this subchapter, a person must be a registered voter of the precinct or a precinct resident who is eligible to vote a limited ballot.

Sec. 174.025. ORGANIZING THE CONVENTION

(a) The precinct chair is the temporary chair of the precinct convention held under this subchapter.

(b) If the precinct chair is absent, a person who is eligible to participate in the convention may act as temporary chair.

(c) Before conducting business, the temporary chair shall prepare a list containing the name and residence address of each person who is admitted to participate in the convention.

(d) The temporary chair shall call the convention to order.

(e) The convention shall select a convention chair and a convention secretary.  The convention may select any other officers considered necessary to conduct the convention's business.

Sec. 174.026. CONVENTION BUSINESS

After the convention is organized, the convention shall select its delegates to the county or senatorial district convention and conduct any other convention business.

Sec. 174.027. RECORDS OF CONVENTION

(a) The convention chair shall prepare, sign, and make a copy of a list of the names and residence addresses of the delegates and any alternates selected by the convention.

(b) The convention chair shall sign and make a copy of the list of precinct convention participants required by Section 174.025(c).

(c) The convention chair shall deliver the originals and copies of the lists to the county chair not later than the third day after the date of the precinct convention, except that if delivered by mail, they shall be deposited in the mail not later than the second day after the date of the precinct convention.

(d) The county chair shall retain the copies of the lists until the end of the voting year in which they are received.

(e) If senatorial district conventions will be held in the county, the county chair shall deliver the originals of the lists to the temporary chairs of the senatorial district conventions before the conventions convene.

(f) The original lists are not public information.

SUBCHAPTER C. COUNTY AND SENATORIAL DISTRICT CONVENTIONS

Sec. 174.061. SELECTION OF DELEGATES TO STATE CONVENTIONS
The delegates to a political party's state conventions held under this code shall be selected in accordance with party rules at county and senatorial district conventions held as provided by this subchapter.

Sec. 174.062. TYPE OF CONVENTION HELD

(a) A county convention shall be held in a county if the county is not situated in more than one state senatorial district.

(b) If a county is situated in more than one state senatorial district, instead of a county convention a senatorial district convention shall be held in each part of the county that is situated in a different senatorial district, unless otherwise provided by party rule.

Sec. 174.063. TIME AND PLACE OF CONVENTION

(a) The county and senatorial district conventions shall be held on the third Saturday after general primary election day.  However, if that date occurs during Passover or on the day following Good Friday, the conventions shall be held on the next Saturday that does not occur during Passover or on the day following Good Friday.

(b) The hour and place for the convening of a county convention shall be set in the same manner as for the precinct conventions held under this chapter.

(c) The hour and place for the convening of a senatorial district convention shall be set in the same manner as for the precinct conventions held under this chapter, except that only those members of the county executive committee who are the precinct chairs for the precincts in the territory represented at the senatorial district convention may participate in setting the convention's hour and place, and if they fail to do so, the temporary chair of the senatorial district convention shall set the hour and place.

Sec. 174.0631. CONSIDERATION FOR USE OF PUBLIC BUILDING FOR CONVENTION

(a) No charge may be made for the use of a public building for a precinct, county, or senatorial district convention except for reimbursement for the actual expenses resulting from use of the building for the convention.

(b) The reimbursing authority is entitled to an itemized statement of expenses before making remittance.

(c) A person commits an offense if the person assesses a charge for the use of a public building for a precinct, county, or senatorial district convention in violation of Subsection (a).  An offense under this subsection is a Class C misdemeanor.

Sec. 174.064. NOTICE OF HOUR AND PLACE

(a) A notice of the hour and place for convening each county and senatorial district convention shall be posted on the bulletin board used for posting notice of meetings of the commissioners court.  The notice must remain posted continuously for the 10 days immediately preceding the date of the convention.

(b) Not later than the 10th day before the date of the county and senatorial district conventions, written notice of the hour and place for convening each convention shall be delivered to the county clerk.

(c) The county chair shall post and deliver the notice of a county convention.  The temporary chair of a senatorial district convention shall post and deliver the notice of the senatorial district convention.

(d) If the county chair fails to post or deliver notice in accordance with this section, another member of the county executive committee may post or deliver the notice.  If the temporary chair of a senatorial district convention fails to post or deliver notice in accordance with this section, another member of the county executive committee who may participate in setting the convention's hour and place may post or deliver the notice.

Sec. 174.065. ORGANIZING THE CONVENTION

(a) The county chair is the temporary chair of a county convention held under this subchapter.  If a senatorial district is situated in more than one county, the senatorial district executive committee member from each county is the temporary chair of the senatorial district convention held in the territory that the committee member represents.  If a senatorial district is not situated in more than one county, the chair of the district executive committee is the temporary chair of the senatorial district convention.

(b) If the person designated as temporary chair by Subsection (a) is absent, a delegate to the convention may act as temporary chair.

(c) The temporary chair shall call the convention to order and deliver the lists of delegates prepared under Section 174.027 to the convention.

(d) The convention shall select a convention chair and a convention secretary from among the delegates present.  The convention may select any other officers considered necessary to conduct the convention's business.

Sec. 174.066. CONVENTION BUSINESS

After the convention is organized, the convention shall select its delegates to the state convention and conduct any other convention business.

Sec. 174.067. STATE CONVENTION DELEGATES SERVE FOR REMAINDER OF YEAR

State convention delegates selected under this subchapter serve as the delegates for all state conventions held during the remainder of the year in which they are selected.

Sec. 174.068. VOTING AT CONVENTION

(a) The delegates selected by a particular precinct convention who attend the county or senatorial district convention are entitled to cast a number of votes equal to as many delegates as that precinct convention was entitled to select.

(b) A person may not vote a proxy at a county or senatorial district convention.

Sec. 174.069. RECORD OF DELEGATES

(a) The chair of a county or senatorial district convention shall prepare and sign a list of the names and residence addresses of the delegates and any alternate delegates to the state convention selected by the convention.

(b) The convention chair shall deliver the list to the state chair not later than the fifth day after the date the convention adjourns.

SUBCHAPTER D. BIENNIAL STATE CONVENTION

Sec. 174.091. BIENNIAL STATE CONVENTION

Each political party shall hold a state convention in each even-numbered year as provided by this subchapter.

Sec. 174.092. TIME AND PLACE OF CONVENTION

(a) The biennial state convention shall be convened on any day in June.

(b) Not later than the date the state chair delivers to the county chairs the certification of names for placement on the general primary election ballot, the state executive committee shall set the date, hour, and place for convening the state convention.

Sec. 174.093. NOTICE OF TIME AND PLACE

Before the date of the party's precinct conventions held under this chapter, the state chair shall deliver written notice of the date, hour, and place for convening the biennial state convention to the secretary of state, each county chair, and each temporary chair of a senatorial district convention.

Sec. 174.094. ORGANIZING THE CONVENTION

(a) The state chair is the temporary chair of the biennial state convention.

(b) The temporary chair shall call the convention to order.

(c) The temporary chair shall prepare a list of the names and residence addresses of the delegates and any alternate delegates to the convention and shall deliver the list to the convention.

(d) The convention shall select a convention chair and a convention secretary.  The convention may select any other officers considered necessary to conduct the convention's business.

Sec. 174.095. CONVENTION BUSINESS

After the convention is organized, the convention shall conduct its business.

Sec. 174.096. VOTING AT CONVENTION

(a) The delegates selected by a particular county or senatorial district convention who attend the biennial state convention are entitled to cast a number of votes equal to as many delegates as that county or senatorial district convention was entitled to select.

(b) A person may not vote a proxy for delegates from more than one county or senatorial district.  A person who votes a proxy for a delegate from a county may not do so for a delegate from a senatorial district and vice versa.

Sec. 174.097. ATTENDANCE BY PUBLIC OFFICERS

A nominee for or holder of an office of the state or federal government is entitled to attend a state convention of the nominee's or officeholder's party but may not vote in the convention unless serving as a delegate.

SUBTITLE C. PARTIES NOMINATING BY CONVENTION

CHAPTER 181. PARTY WITH STATE ORGANIZATION

SUBCHAPTER A. NOMINATING BY CONVENTION GENERALLY

Sec. 181.001. APPLICABILITY OF CHAPTER

This chapter applies to a political party making nominations by convention except a party making nominations only for county and precinct offices under Chapter 182.

Sec. 181.002. NOMINATING BY CONVENTION AUTHORIZED

A political party may make nominations for the general election for state and county officers by convention, as provided by this chapter, if the party is authorized by Section 172.002 to make nominations by primary election.

Sec. 181.003. NOMINATING BY CONVENTION REQUIRED

A political party must make nominations for the general election for state and county officers by convention, as provided by this chapter, if the party is not required or authorized to nominate by primary election.

Sec. 181.004. PARTY ORGANIZATION

(a) A political party making nominations under this chapter shall:

(1) establish a state executive committee;

(2) establish a county executive committee for each county in which the party will hold a county convention;  and

(3) select a precinct chair for each election precinct in which the party will hold a precinct convention.

(b) The party shall provide by rule for the selection of a chair of the state executive committee and each county executive committee.

Sec. 181.0041. REGISTRATION OF PARTY REQUIRED
A political party that intends to make nominations under this chapter for the general election for state and county officers must register with the secretary of state, in the manner prescribed by the secretary, not later than January 2 of the election year.

Sec. 181.005. QUALIFYING FOR PLACEMENT ON BALLOT BY PARTY REQUIRED TO NOMINATE BY CONVENTION

(a) To be entitled to have the names of its nominees placed on the general election ballot, a political party required to make nominations by convention must file with the secretary of state, not later than the 75th day after the date of the precinct conventions held under this chapter, lists of precinct convention participants indicating that the number of participants equals at least one percent of the total number of votes received by all candidates for governor in the most recent gubernatorial general election.  The lists must include each participant's residence address and voter registration number.

(b) A political party is entitled to have the names of its nominees placed on the ballot, without qualifying under Subsection (a), in each subsequent general election following a general election in which the party had a nominee for a statewide office who received a number of votes equal to at least five percent of the total number of votes received by all candidates for that office.

Sec. 181.006. PETITION SUPPLEMENTING PRECINCT CONVENTION LISTS
(a) If the number of precinct convention participants indicated on the lists filed under Section 181.005 is fewer than the number required for the political party to qualify to have the names of its nominees placed on the ballot, the party may qualify by filing a petition as provided by this section.

(b) A petition must:

(1) satisfy the requirements prescribed by Section 141.062 for a candidate's petition;

(2) contain signatures in a number that, when added to the number of convention participants indicated on the lists, equals at least one percent of the total number of votes received by all candidates for governor in the most recent gubernatorial general election;  and

(3) be filed with the secretary of state by the state chair before the deadline for filing the lists of precinct convention participants.

(c) Except as provided by this section, the petition is subject to the applicable provisions of Subchapter C, Chapter 141.

(d) A signer's voter registration is not required to be in any particular territory.

(e) A copy of a request for the withdrawal of a signature must be delivered to the state chair at the time the withdrawal request is filed.

(f) The following statement must appear at the top of each page of the petition:  "I know that the purpose of this petition is to entitle the _______ Party to have its nominees placed on the ballot in the general election for state and county officers.  I have not voted in a primary election or participated in a convention of another party during this voting year, and I understand that I become ineligible to do so by signing this petition.  I understand that signing more than one petition to entitle a party to have its nominees placed on the general election ballot in the same election is prohibited."

(g) A person who has voted in a primary election or participated in a convention of another party during the voting year in which the petition is circulated is ineligible to sign the petition, and the signature of such a person is invalid.

(h) A signature is invalid if the person signed the petition subsequent to signing a petition to qualify another political party to have the names of its nominees placed on the ballot for the same election, whether the other party is circulating the petition under this chapter or under Chapter 182.

(i) On signing the petition, the person becomes ineligible to affiliate with another party during the voting year in which the petition is signed.

(j) The petition may not be circulated until after the date of the party's precinct conventions held under this chapter.  A signature obtained on or before that date is invalid.

(k) The secretary of state shall post a notice of the receipt of a petition on the bulletin board used for posting notice of meetings of state governmental bodies.  Any person may challenge the validity of the petition by filing a written statement of the challenge with the secretary of state not later than the fifth day after the date notice is posted.  The secretary of state may verify the petition signatures regardless of whether the petition is timely challenged.

Sec. 181.007. NOTICE OF QUALIFYING PARTIES

(a) The secretary of state shall deliver to the authority responsible for having the official general election ballot prepared in each county written notice of the name of each party required to nominate by convention that qualifies to have the names of its nominees placed on the general election ballot.

(b) The notice shall be delivered at the same time as the secretary of state's certification of nominees for statewide and district offices for placement on the general election ballot.

(c) The names of the nominees of a party required to nominate by convention may not be placed on the ballot without the notice.

SUBCHAPTER B. APPLICATION FOR NOMINATION

Sec. 181.031. APPLICATION REQUIRED

(a) To be entitled to be considered for nomination by a convention held under this chapter, a person must make an application for nomination.

(b) An application must comply with the requirements prescribed by Section 141.031 for an application for a place on the ballot, with changes appropriate to indicate that the application is for nomination by a convention instead of for a place on the ballot.

(c) This section does not apply to a nomination for an unexpired term if the vacancy occurs after the 10th day before the date of the regular deadline for filing an application for convention nomination.

Sec. 181.032. AUTHORITY WITH WHOM APPLICATION FILED

(a) An application for nomination by a convention must be filed with:

(1) the state chair, for a statewide or district office;  or

(2) the county chair, for a county or precinct office.

(b) Not later than the 10th day after the date of the filing deadline prescribed by Section 181.033, the authority with whom an application is filed shall deliver to the secretary of state a list containing each candidate's name and residence address and the office sought by the candidate.

Sec. 181.033. FILING DEADLINE

(a) Except as provided by Subsection (b), an application for nomination by a convention must be filed not later than 5 p.m. on January 2 preceding the convention.

(b) A political party by rule may extend the filing deadline for applications for nomination for an office for which a candidate who has made an application withdraws, dies, or is declared ineligible.

Sec. 181.034. DISPOSITION OF APPLICATIONS

(a) A political party shall provide by rule for transmitting information regarding applications for nomination to the chair of the appropriate convention.

(b) If an application is delivered to a convention, it shall be returned to the authority with whom it was filed not later than the 10th day after the date of the convention.

(c) The authority with whom an application is filed shall preserve each application for two years after the date of the appropriate convention.

SUBCHAPTER C. CONVENTIONS

Sec. 181.061. CONVENTIONS AT WHICH NOMINATIONS MADE

(a) A political party nominating by convention must make its nominations for statewide offices at a state convention held on the second Saturday in June of the election year.  The state convention consists of delegates selected at the county conventions held under Subsection (c).

(b) A party nominating by convention must make its nominations for offices of districts situated in more than one county at district conventions held on the second Saturday after the second Tuesday in March.  A district convention consists of delegates selected at the county conventions held under Subsection (c).

(c) A party nominating by convention must make its nominations for county and precinct offices and for offices of districts not situated in more than one county at county conventions held on the first Saturday after the second Tuesday in March.  A county convention consists of delegates selected at precinct conventions held on the second Tuesday in March in the regular county election precincts.

(d) A party by rule may limit the delegates making nominations to those from the territory from which the office sought is elected.

Sec. 181.062. NUMBER OF DELEGATES SELECTED

A political party shall provide by rule for the number of delegates to be selected at the precinct conventions for the county conventions and the number of delegates to be selected at the county conventions for the district conventions and the state convention held under this chapter.

Sec. 181.063. HOUR AND PLACE OF PRECINCT AND COUNTY CONVENTIONS
The hours and places for convening the county convention and precinct conventions held under this chapter shall be set as provided by Section 174.022(b) for setting the hours and places of precinct conventions of a party holding a primary election.

Sec. 181.064. NOTICE OF HOUR AND PLACE

Notice of the hour and place for convening the county convention and precinct conventions held under this chapter shall be posted and delivered as provided by Section 174.023 for posting and delivering notice of the hour and place for convening precinct conventions for a party holding a primary election, except that notice of a county convention shall:

(1) be posted for the 10 days immediately preceding the date of the county convention;  and

(2) be delivered to the county clerk not later than the 10th day before the date of the county convention.

Sec. 181.065. PARTICIPANT TO BE REGISTERED VOTER

To be eligible to participate in a precinct convention held under this chapter, a person must be a registered voter of the precinct or a precinct resident who is eligible to vote a limited ballot.

Sec. 181.066. ORGANIZING PRECINCT CONVENTION

(a) The precinct chair is the temporary chair of a precinct convention held under this chapter.

(b) Before conducting business, the temporary chair shall prepare a list containing the name and residence address of each person who is admitted to participate in the convention.

(c) The temporary chair shall call the convention to order.

(d) The convention shall select a convention chair. The convention may select any other officers considered necessary to conduct the convention's business.

Sec. 181.067. DELIVERY OF LIST OF PRECINCT CONVENTION PARTICIPANTS

(a) The chair of a precinct convention shall sign and make a copy of the list of precinct convention participants required by Section 181.066(b).

(b) The convention chair shall deliver the original and copy to the county chair not later than the third day after the date of the precinct convention, except that if delivered by mail they shall be deposited in the mail not later than the second day after the date of the precinct convention.

(c) If the party is required to nominate by convention, the convention chair shall make an additional copy of the list and deliver it to the state chair not later than the third day after the date of the precinct convention.

Sec. 181.068. PARTY'S CERTIFICATION OF NOMINEES

(a) The presiding officer of each convention held under this chapter shall certify in writing for placement on the general election ballot the name and address of each candidate nominated by the convention.

(b) Not later than the 20th day after the date of the convention making the nomination, the presiding officer shall deliver the certification to:

(1) the authority responsible for having the official general election ballot prepared in the county, for certification of a county or precinct office;  or

(2) the secretary of state, for certification of a statewide or district office.

(c) A presiding officer may not certify a candidate's name if, before delivering the certification, the presiding officer learns that the name is to be omitted from the ballot under Section 145.035.

CHAPTER 182. PARTY WITHOUT STATE ORGANIZATION

Sec. 182.001. NOMINATING BY CONVENTION AUTHORIZED

A political party that does not have a state executive committee may make nominations for county or precinct offices by convention as provided by this chapter.

Sec. 182.002. PARTY ORGANIZATION

Political party making nominations under this chapter shall:

(1) establish a county executive committee for each county in which the party will hold a county convention;

(2) select a chair for each county executive committee;  and

(3) select a precinct chair for each election precinct in which the party will hold a precinct convention.

Sec. 182.003. QUALIFYING FOR PLACEMENT ON BALLOT

To be entitled to have the names of its nominees placed on the general election ballot, a political party making nominations under this chapter must file with the county clerk, not later than the 75th day after the date of the precinct conventions held under this chapter, lists of precinct convention participants indicating that the number of participants equals at least three percent of the total number of votes received in the county by all candidates for governor in the most recent gubernatorial general election.

Sec. 182.004. PETITION SUPPLEMENTING PRECINCT CONVENTION LISTS
(a) If the number of precinct convention participants indicated on the lists filed under Section 182.003 is fewer than the number required for the political party to qualify to have the names of its nominees placed on the ballot, the party may qualify by filing a petition as provided by this section.

(b) A petition must:

(1) satisfy the requirements prescribed by Section 141.062 for a candidate's petition;

(2) contain signatures in a number that, when added to the number of convention participants indicated on the lists, equals at least three percent of the total number of votes received in the county by all candidates for governor in the most recent gubernatorial general election;  and

(3) be filed with the county clerk by the county chair before the deadline for filing the lists of precinct convention participants.

(c) Except as provided by this section, the petition is subject to the applicable provisions of Subchapter C, Chapter 141.

(d) A signer's voter registration must be in the county in which the party seeks to be qualified but is not required to be in any other particular territory.

(e) A copy of a request for the withdrawal of a signature must be delivered to the county chair when the withdrawal request is filed.

(f) Sections 181.006(f)-(j) apply to a petition circulated under this section.

Sec. 182.0041. APPLICATION FOR NOMINATION

(a) To be entitled to be considered for nomination by a convention held under this chapter, a person must make an application for nomination.

(b) Subchapter B, Chapter 181, applies to an application for nomination under this chapter.

Sec. 182.005. NOMINATIONS MADE BY COUNTY CONVENTION
A political party must make its nominations under this chapter at a county convention held on the first Saturday after the second Tuesday in March of the election year.  The convention consists of delegates selected at precinct conventions held on the second Tuesday in March in the regular county election precincts.

Sec. 182.006. ORGANIZING PRECINCT CONVENTION

A precinct convention held under this chapter shall be organized as provided by Section 181.066.

Sec. 182.007. PARTY'S CERTIFICATION OF NOMINEES

(a) The county chair shall certify in writing for placement on the general election ballot the name and address of each of the political party's nominees.

(b) Not later than the 20th day after the date of the county convention, the county chair shall deliver the certification to the authority responsible for having the official general election ballot prepared in the county.

(c) The county chair may not certify a candidate's name if, before delivering the certification, the county chair learns that the name is to be omitted from the ballot under Section 145.035.
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